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Co  the  Chairman  an!)  members  of  tfye 


aijtei)  Urban  jjiatmt  Council 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  for  your  consideration 
my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1896. 

The  estimated  population  of  the  District  in  1896  was  2345 
and  the  area  of  the  said  District  is  4941  statute  acres. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  registered  as  having  occured  within 
the  District  during  the  past  year  was  45  from  all  causes,  and  of 
this  number  43  occurred  among  residents  and  2  were  those  of 
visitors  to  the  locality. 

The  death-rate  per  1000  of  the  population  would  be  18-2  as 
regards  the  residents  and  19*1  including  visitors. 


For  the  sake  of  comparison, 
rate  per  1000  tor  the  last  five  years 

1891 

1892  . 

1893 
1894... 

1895  •••  •••  ••• 


I  append  a  table  of  the  death 

14  2  per  1000. 

17-2  „ 

...  145  ’i 

14-9 

> . .  ...  135 


The  Zymotic  death-rate  or  death-rate  from  Infectious  Diseases 
was  2 -5  per  1000,  and  for  the  sake  of  comparison,  I  append  a 
table  of  the  Zymotic  death-rate  for  the  last  four  years. 


1892 

t893 

1894 

1895 
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2  -6  per  1000. 


1  *3 
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The  Infantile  Mortality  occurring  in  children  under  one  year 
old  is  at  the  rate  of  4  2  per  1000,  as  compared  with  3*3  which  was 
the  death-rate  for  the  last  year. 
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Amongst  the  deaths  which  occurred  during  the  past  year,  the 
following  is  a  complete  list  of  the  causes  which  produced  such 
result,  and  the  number  of  each  of  the  causes  specified  is  stated: 

(a)  Diseases  of  the  Circulatory  System. 

Heart  Disease...  ..*  ...  ..  ...  ...  6 


(b)  Diseases  of  the  Digestive  System. 

Strangulated  Hernia  ... 

Consumption  of  the  Bowels  ... 


i 

i 


(c)  Neivous  System. 

Apoplexy 
Delirium  Tremens 
Epilepsy 

Paralysis  Agitans 


2 


I 

I 

I 

1 


(d)  Respiratoiy  System. 

Bronchitis 

Phthisis 

Pneumonia  ... 

(e)  Old  Age 

(f)  Miscellaneous  ( unclassified ) 

Fall  from  a  Ladder 
Fractured  Skull 

Congenital  Malformation  of  Skull 
Insufficient  Vitality 
Run  over  by  a  Train  ... 

Spina  Bifida  ... 

Suffocation  in  Bed 
Suicide  by  Cutting  Throat 


4 

io 

3 

17 
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(g)  Zymotic  or  Infectious  Diseases. 

Diphtheria 
Scarlet  Fever  ... 

Septiccemia 


5 


5 


The  number  of  births  registered  as  having  occurred  within  the 
District  during  the  past  year  was  72,  ot  which  number  32  were 
males  and  40  females. 

S-J 

The  birth-rate  per  1000  of  the  population  is  307 ,  and  for  the 
sake  of  comparison,  I  append  a  table  of  the  birth-rate  of  the 
District  tor  the  last  four  years. 

1892  ..  ..  ...  ...  26  per  1000. 

1 893  •  •  •••  •••  *"  33  4  3? 

1894  ...  ...  ..  ...  31  7  , , 

1 895  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...254  33 

In  commenting  upon  the  above  statements  it  must  be  observed 
that  the  health  of  the  District  during  the  past  year  is  hardly  a 
subject  for  congratulation.  There  has  been  a  marked  increase 
both  in  the  general  and  Zymotic  death-rate,  which  are  high  for 
a  Rural  District.  There  were  14  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  notified 
in  the  District,  of  which  number  13  occurred  in  February  and 
March,  and  1  only  in  June.  With  regard  to  the  earlier  cases,  I 
sent  a  special  report  in  March  last,  and  no  other  cases  of  Scarlet 
Fever  were  notified  to  me  after  June. 

On  December  18th  and  24th  I  received  notification  of  two 
cases  of  Diphtheria,  and  also  one  on  January  29th,  1897.  All 
these  cases  occurred  in  one  house  on  Darley  Hill  Side.  I  made 
several  visits  to  the  house  and  satisfied  myself  as  to  the  water  and 
milk  supply  being  ol  good  quality,  and  also  as  to  the  sanitary 
condition  of  the  premises  generally.  I  discovered  two  circum¬ 
stances  which  might  probably  have  a  connection  with  the  origin 
of  the  disease.  In  the  first  place,  the  back  of  the  house  was 
covered  with  earth  nearly  up  to  the  roof  of  the  pantry,  which  made 
the  ground  floor  unusually  damp.  In  the  second  place,  and  I 
attribute  more  importance  to  this  circumstance,  I  found  that  two 
days  before  the  first  child  was  taken  ill  a  cat  had  been  introduced 
into  the  household,  and  this  animal  was  in  a  very  emaciated  state 
and  suffered  from  Diarrhoea,  and  died  on  the  same  morning  as  the 
child  died.  I  may  add  that  the  house  was  disinfected  after  the 
first  child  died,  but  nevertheless  two  others  were  subsequently 
attacked  and  both  recovered.  I  may  also  add  that  careful 
disinfection  of  all  premises  where  Scarlet  Fever  had  been  notified 
was  carried  out.  At  the  end  of  the  year,  with  the  exception  of  one 
case  of  Diphtheria,  the  District  was  quite  free  from  Zymotic 
disease. 

Various  sanitary  improvements  have  been  carried  out  by  your 
Officers  during  the  past  year.  I  have  myself  frequently  visited 
every  part  of  the  District,  and  have  inspected  a  large  number  of 
houses.  The  following  is  a  complete  summary  of  the  sanitary 
improvements  which  have  been  carried  out  during  the  past  year: 
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Drains — untrapt 
„  absence  of 

„  defective 

„  blocked 

P?  ivies — defective 
„  cleansed 

,,  unused — being  too  near  dwellings  ... 

„  insufficient  accommodation 

Cesspools — cleansed  ... 

„  defective  ...  ...  .  . 

„  absence  of 
J Paste  Pipes — absence  of... 

,,  connected  with  drains 

Houses — defective  roofs  ... 

„  damp — areas  formed  at  back 

Pigsties — too  near  dwellings 
Manure — foul  accumulations 
Water — pollution  of 
Bakehouses  whitewashed 


27 

5 

12 

7 

11 

14 

6 

1 

12 

2 

8 
17 

2 

4 

4 

5 

o 

o 

I 

I 


Total  ...  142 


Blouses  disinfected  with  Carbolic  Vaporiser  ...  11 

Nuisances  abated  after  notice  ...  ...  . .  122 

Legal  Notice  issued  by  Authority  ...  ...  ...  1 

Total  .  .  134 

I  may  here  state  that  the  scavenging  of  the  District  is  carried 
out  entirely  by  the  occupiers. 

For  several  years  past,  I  have  drawn  the  attention  of  the 

Sanitary  Authority  to  the  following  matters  as  being  the  most 

urgent  sanitary  requirements  of  the  District. 

(a)  An  adequate  supply  of  unpolluted  water  for  domestic 
purposes  to  those  portions  of  the  District  which  are  not  already 
supplied  with  it. 

(b)  The  provision  of  a  suitable  building  for  the  isolation  of 
infectious  diseases,  and  in  this  connection  I  may  again  draw  the 
attention  of  the  Council  to  the  facilities  afforded  by  the  County 
Council  for  the  provision  of  these  very  necessary  and  valuable 
institutions. 
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I  append  the  printed  mortality  returns,  and  the  returns  of 
infectious  diseases  as  required  by  the  Local  Government  Board. 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain,  Gentlemen, 


West  View, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

W.  MOXON,  M.D., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the  North  Darley 
Urban  Sanitary  Authority. 

Matlock, 

February  22nd ,  189J. 


Special  Report. 


To  the  Chairman  of  the  North  Darley  Urban 

District  Council. 


Sir, 

I  have  to  report  an  outbreak  of  Scarlet  Fever  in  the 
District  under  your  control.  Total  number  of  cases  known  to  me 
at  present  is  io.  There  are  cases  at  Darley  Abbey  Farm,  Farley, 
Over  Hackney,  and  Hackney  Lane.  No  new  cases  have  been 
reported  to  me  during  the  last  week. 

It  is  quite  impossible  to  say  how  many  cases  of  the  disease 
there  are  or  have  been  in  the  District,  as,  if  the  cases  are  mild  and 
not  followed  by  any  complication,  no  medical  practitioner  is  called 
in  to  attend  the  patients. 

I  have  supplied  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances  with  the  names 
and  addresses  of  all  the  patients  that  I  am  cognisant  of,  and  have 
instructed  him  to  visit  the  houses  and  to  see  that  the  premises  and 
clothing  are  properly  disinfected  when  the  patients  are  convalescent. 
I  also  called  on  the  Schoolmaster  and  acquainted  him  with  the 
fact  that  Scarlet  Fever  existed  in  certain  portions  of  the  District, 
and  advised  him  not  to  re-admit  any  absentees  from  the  affected 
portion  of  the  District  without  a  medical  certificate  that  the  patient 
was  in  a  fit  state  to  attend  school. 


I  think  the  obligation  imposed  by  the  Notification  Act  on  the 
heads  of  families  to  notify  cases  of  infectious  diseases  to  the 
Sanitary  Authorities  should  be  made  more  generally  known 
throughout  the  District. 

I  am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

W.  MOXON,  M.D., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the  North  Darley 
Urban  Sanitary  Authority. 

West  View, 

Matlock, 

Februaiy  28th ,  1896. 


